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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 0593 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS, EWWT, IMCO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING GROUNDING OF JAPANESE TANKER 
SHOWA MARU 

REF: STATE 029561 

1. MFA CLOSED DOWN FEBRUARY 1 1 AND 12 FOR CHINESE NEW YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. ONLY SENIOR OFFICIAL EMBASSY COULD REACH WAS 
RECENTLY APPOINTED DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
ASSIGNED TO SPECIAL PROJECTS, A. KAJ APATHY WHO IS NOT INVOLVED 
IN LOS MATTERS. HE LISTENED IMPASSIVELY TO DCM’S EXPOSITION 

OF ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF REF A. BUT OFFERED NO COMMENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR WILL FOLLOW UP IF HE ENCOUNTERS MORE SENIOR 
OFFICIALS AT NEW YEAR'S RECEPTIONS. OTHERWISE, EMBASSY 
WILL MAKE ANOTHER APPROACH TO APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WHEN GOVERNMENT RESUMES BUSINESS ON FEBRUARY 13. 
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